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Original Research Manuscript 
Title: 
Authors: Affiliations/Communication Information. 

Abstract: 
Key Words: 

Introduction: 
Participants/Patients/Materials and Methods: 
Results: 
Discussion: 
Conclusion: Future Directions and Limitations. 

Acknowledgement : 
Conflict of Interests and Funding: 
References: 

Appendices and Supplementary Materials. 



Original Research Manuscript 

1- A Good Title Is: 

Concise: Contain the fewest possible words. 

Informative: Adequately describe the contents. 

Justified: Accurate, clear, specific, and complete. 

Attractive: Highlights main issue of the paper. 

Avoids infrequently-used abbreviations. 

Mentioning the study type. 

Thesis/Conference title is not appropriate. 

Running Title: Is a short title that contain the 
main key words of the paper. 



Original Research Manuscript 

2- Authors: 
Proper Authorship – Substantial Contribution in: 
 Conception and design. 
 Acquisition of data. 
 Analysis and interpretation of data. 
 Drafting the article. 
 Critical revision for intellectual content. 

Authorship and Order – Finalized Before Submission. 

Unjustified Authorship: 
Fund and Chemicals/Tools Provision. 

Un Approved/False Authorship:  
Is a scientific misconduct. 

 Is controlled by Submission Approval. 



Original Research Manuscript 

3- Abstract: 

Importance: Editor and Referee assessed. 

Use: Indexing/Searchability. 

Background/Rationale/Hypothesis:  
Why the research is important? 

Objective/Aim:  
The Purpose and the procedure simply. 

Materials and Methods:  
Describe the experiment details. 

Results: A brief overview of the results. 

Conclusion: Inference on the main findings. 

Stick to word limits and make sure abstract is data-based. 



Original Research Manuscript 

4- Introduction - Teach me how to understand your article: 

Enlightening background:  

 Sufficient to help evaluate the work.  

 Relevant references – not an extensive review. 

 Avoid extensive self-citation. 

Existing problem, available state-of-the-art solutions, 
main limitations and/or gap of knowledge. 

Aims and Plan: The purpose of the investigation, why 
is it important, brief plan, and foreseeable 
achievement. 

Text – Listen to the Computer. Write and Translate! 

Referenced? If not, is yours! 



Original Research Manuscript 

5- Participants/Patients/Materials & Methods: 

Where/Setting, When and How? 
Ethical Clearance/Approval. 
Participation Consents, Protection, Right-to-Withdraw, 
Privacy - Anonymity. Patients are not subjects! Say Gender! 

Calculated Sample Size. 
Exclusion/Inclusion Criteria. 
Describe reproducible experiments. 
Describe Materials, Chemicals and/or Animals. 
Describe Instruments & Procedures – Just cite published ones. 
Data collection tools and their validation. 
Safety considerations (hazardous procedures/chemicals). 

Proper Statistics and form of data presentation. 





Original Research Manuscript 

6- Results: 
Simple and direct description of the adequate, useful 
and convincing statistically analyzed findings. 

Do not present data in more than one form. 

 Text for simple findings. 

 Figures and/or tables for more complicated 
findings: 
 Include Error bars or standard deviation.  
 Clearly understandable, text-independently. 
 Figure legend succeed the figure. 
 Table title precedes the table. 
 For art works, use one font size and type. 
Avoid use of shadows/glows/reflections. 



Original Research Manuscript 

7- Discussion – Your vs. Other’s: 

The interpretation of the results. 

Comparison between your approach and results 
and those published - Considering:  

Advantages and disadvantages. 

Valuable conformation/concordance. 

Contrary findings and explanation. 

New findings. 

Build on previous knowledge. 

Neither bring data nor refer to tables/figures. 



Original Research Manuscript 

8- Conclusion: 

Data-supported global and specific conclusions, 
in relation to the objectives.  

Do not Summarize the paper;   
 Do not make judgments about impact. 
 Do not use uncertain words, e.g., might, 

probably. 

Indicate uses/application, Extensions, and 
limitations of your study. 

Suggest future work and point out those that 
are underway. 



Original Research Manuscript 
9- Conflict of Interest and Funding: 

10- Acknowledgement - False acknowledgment is a misconduct: 

11- References: 
 Up-to-date. 
 Inclusive for the major prior publications. 
 Complete. 
 Stylistically Unified – Stick to Instructions. 
 Homepage – Date last accessed. 
 Traceable.  
Recently!  
 Bracketed []!  



Now, I want You to Remember that: 
The title. 

Abstract. 

Introduction. 

Original Methods and Study Design. 

Results. 

Discussion. 

Conclusion. 

Are All Results of your own 

thoughts and work. 



Cover Letter 
Consider the Journal Scope and Rank. 
Make it direct and as short as possible.  
Contents:  
Title of the manuscript. 
Article Type (Review or Full paper, etc). 
New method used and its advantages & limits. 
Application of published techniques. 
Build on your previous publication. 

Highlight: 
Why is this topic important? 
Why are these results significant? 
What is the key result? (breakthrough!) 
Why are you submitting to this journal? 
Why will this journal’s readers be interested? 



Is Your Manuscript Publishable? 
Only When Original & Prepared to the 
Quality of Standards! 

 Is it new and interesting? 

 Is it challenging? 

 Does it relate to a current hot topic? 

Does it solve a difficult 
problem/dilemma? 

Did you prepare it to the Quality of 
Standards and as Instructed? 



Peer Reviewing 



Initial Editorial Revision 
It insures suitability for peer reviewing & The 
Journal.  

The editor may send the manuscript back to 
authors for alteration before resubmission 

It is based on: 

 Journal scope and rank. 

Article type. 

 Language suitability. 

 Formatting and completeness. 
Significance.  
Readership. 
 Impact.  



Peer Reviewing (PR) 
PR is a Quality-control evaluation by peers - 
Qualified competent professionals in the same field.  

Is the work reproducible and publishable? 

PR maintains standards-of-quality, improve 
performance, provide credibility & share responsibility. 

Is the rationale clear and motivation important? 
Is the work novel and original? 
Are there any ethical questions? 
Are the results important?  
Are the conclusions data-justified? 
Were any flaws or mistakes found? 
Should anything be added or removed? 
Does prior work in the field was considered? 
How might the article be improved? 
Will the community find the article useful? 



Publication Decision 
1. Minor revision. 
2. Major revision. 
3. Rejection. 

Minor revision:  
 Consider referee's comments as a chance to 

further develop and improve your paper. 
 Carefully consider reviewer’s comments.  
 Prepare point-by-point letter of response.  
 Not all changes have to be made, 

 Prepare convincing arguments.  
Your response may go back to reviewers, 

 You need to convince reviewer/editor. 

Major revision and Resubmission:  
 Require new experimentations and analysis. 



Why a manuscript would be Rejection?  
 Technical/scientific issues. 
 Rationale and motivation unclear/unimportant. 
 Absence of novelty/originality. 
 Conclusions are not data supported. 
 Results are less important/uninteresting,  
 Ethical questions. 
 Unclear presentation/Poor language. 
 Failure to meet submission requirements. 
 Journal rank and scope. 

Should you appeal a reject decision?  
 Usually, no, Criticisms is mostly valid. 

 Risk of longer time to publication.  
Occasionally, yes, When?  

 Importance/impact/novelty missed 
 Factual errors in referee reports. 



Rejection is not the end of the world!  

Everyone has papers rejected. 

The repair Plan: 
 Do not take it personal. 
 Understand and dissect the rejection causes. 
 Carefully read and consider the editors’ and 

reviewers’ advice seriously. 
Make significant revision and alternations to 

the manuscript as if you are writing a new 
article. 

 Submit the manuscript elsewhere after 
thorough revision of the instructions  of the 
new journal.  



Not Yet! Be Vigilant! 
Post-Publication Revision/Correction 

Comments/Reply 
Retraction? Riken! 



Plagiarism, Is it real Theft? 
A Very Easy-Catch for Electronic Plagiarism Check  

 
 
 
 
 

Not Exactly 
But Consequences Could Be Worse 
For NOT Crediting! – But Crediting Is Not Enough 



What is Plagiarism?  
 Plagiarism is Deliberate/Unintentional taking over 

the ideas, images, methods, structure and design 
elements, or written words of another (from any 
source) including those obtained through 
confidential review of others’ research proposals 
and manuscripts - in whole or in part, or with 
superficial modifications without permission 
and/or acknowledgment (giving 
credit/citation/reference to its originator) with the 
intention that they be presented (as book, 
research/review paper, presentation, addressing, 
interview, newspapers article, etc) as the work of 
the deceiver. 

 It violates Civil/Criminal Law, royalty, and 
intellectual and copy-rights of the others.  



Penalties! Has no timeframe  
Scientific dishonesty, plagiarism and stealing 
the other's work/idea/words are unethical and 
have very serious consequences such as: 

At the Journal Level: 
Rejection, Publishing Ban, Black Listing & Retraction. 

Notification of the Funding Organization. 

Notification of the Affiliation Institution.  

At the Institution Level: 

Loss of a job. 

Rescind of the Scientific Degrees and Awards. 

Expulsion from a university – if a student. 

Loss of credibility and professional standing. 



Self-Plagiarism - Is unethical  
The second highest cause for article retraction  

Self-plagiarism. 
Republication. 
Overlapping Publication. 
Multiple submissions for consideration of publication. 

Own Text Recycling.  
Salami Publication or Least Publishable Unit, Data 

Segmentation/Slicing. 

ARE NOT PLAGIARISM BUT YOU MUST CONSIDER 
COPYRIGHT:  
 Translated Version. 

 Meta-analysis and Systematic Reviews. 

 Common Knowledge. 

 Cited Paraphrased Text. 

 Cited Methodology Description. 



Other Forms of Plagiarism   
Falsification: Is manipulating research materials, 
equipment, processes, or changing/omitting data 
leading to misrepresented data in research record. 

Fabrication: Is making up data/results and reporting 
them. 

Image manipulation. 

Authorship misrepresentation. 

Buying an article. 

Authorship for money. 

Bribing the publication body. 

Cosmetic false paraphrasing:  Changing one or two 
words, simply rearranging the order, voice (i.e., 
active vs. passive) and/or tense of the sentences – is 
the most common form of plagiarism.  



What is Common knowledge? 
Do not give credit to: 
Common knowledge: Common concepts 

and facts of a general or a specialized 
field of science – The thing everybody 
knows.  
When in doubt, provide a citation.  
Over-citation is better that under-citation.  

Your own thoughts, ideas, experiences, 
opinions, results, own pictures, videos, or 
illustrations except if was previously 
published. 



Ethical Writing - Is the Simple Solution 

Ethical writing entails an unspoken contract between 
reader and writer whereby the reader assumes that the 
material was written by the individual/s listed as 
authors, and that it is new and is accurate to the best of 
the author’s abilities.  
An ethical writer ALWAYS acknowledges the 
contributions of others (ideas, data, words, images, 
explanation and conclusions) to his/her work.  
Investigations on human subjects or animals should 
follow related ethical standards, e.g., Helsinki 
Declaration of 1975 (as revised in 2000). 
Demonstration of ethical approval from local/national 
institutional review body is obligatory for publication. 
Do not submit a manuscript to a second journal UNTIL a 
final decision comes from the first journal.  
Notify the publisher of any errors discovered even after 
publication. 

Disclose conflict of interest. 



Paraphrasing, Summarization, & Quotation 

Give credit (Citation/Reference) to: 
 Quotation: Any verbatim (word-for-word) text taken 

from another source. 
 Must be enclosed in quotation marks and/or be indented 

and to be cited.  

 Proper Summarization (PS) of the others’ work is by 
using our own words/sentence structure to condense 
and convey others’ contributions in a shorter version of 
the original with proper crediting.  

 Proper Paraphrasing (PP) is to restate the others’ ideas 
writing roughly equivalent textual length as the 
original, in your own words/sentence structure while 
not copying verbatim and be cited. 
 PS/PP must reproduce the exact meaning of the other 

author’s ideas or facts. 
 This requires good command of the language and 

thorough knowledge of the specialty science.  



Exempted from Plagiarism Check! 
Authors’ names. 

Authors’ affiliations. 

Previously published, properly 
paraphrased and cited materials and 
methods.  

References. 

Quotations of 4 words or less.  



Finally, An Advice! 
 There are so many untackled genuine ideas and 

unsolved medical problem.  
 Do not reproduce other’s ideas except: 

 When applied to a different population with 
expected environmental and genetic/ethnic 
distinction. 

 With a new approach and methodology. 
 With a new combination of biomarkers and/or 

endpoint outcomes. 
 With a deeper or boarder application.  

 Do not put the full text or large parts of your 
publications at academic/personal homepages, e.g., 
Academia, Research Gate, Live DNA, Facebook, etc. 
The plagiarism software will consider each copy of 
the article at multiple homepages as an independent 
source of similarity. 



Be Careful, Arabic is Included! 
 

 

Did You know? 
For promotion, some countries only consider 

 articles published in publication charge-free Journals  

Thanks 

Read more in the materials supplied &  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scientific_misconduct 


